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SUB J : GOP MOVES TOWARD OPENING RELATIONS WITH PRC 

REF: LISBON 97 

SUMMARY: GOP IS CONTINUING TO TAKE STEPS LEADING EVENTUALLY 
TOWARD OPENING OF RELATIONS WITH PRC. ROC'S LISBON REPRESENTATION 
ON WAY OUT. AS PRC LEADER HOLDS TALKS WITH PORTUGUESE OFFICIALS. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. REPUBLIC OF CHINA (ROC) CHARGE TOLD EMBOFF IN RECENT 
CONVERSATION THAT GOP NOTE OF JAN 28 GAVE HIM SIX WEEKS TO CLOSE 
ROCS LISBON MISSION AND TWO MONTHS TO LEAVE LISBON. ACCORDING 
TO CHARGE, FONMIN MARIO SOARES IS ANXIOUS TO SEE NATIONALIST 
REPS LEAVE ASAP NOW THAT GOP HAS RECOGNIZED PRC (REFTEL). 

CHARGE SAYS ROC IS CONSIDERING OPENING SOME SORT OF SPECIAL 
LIAISON OFFICE IN PORTUGAL, BUT IS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
RECEIVING GOP APPROVAL AT PRESENT TIME. 
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2. PRC OFFICIAL TANG MING CHAO PRESENT IN LISBON FEB 3 IN 
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CAPACITY AS UN VICE SECRETARY GENERAL, HAVING JUST PARTICIPATED 
IN CEREMONIES UNAUGURATING TRANSITION GOVT IN LUANDA. TANG 
HOSTED BY FONMIN MARIO SOARES AT LUNCHEON IN DOWNTOWN LISBON 
RESTAURANT, A FACT NOTED IN FRONT PAGE COVERAGE BY LISBON PRESS. 
PRESS ACCOUNTS INDICATE THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF GOP-PRC RELATIONS 
WAS MAIN LUNCHEON TOPIC. SPECULATION CENTERED ON TIMING OF 
MOVE, WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS GIVEN TO SUPPOSED CHINESE 
ANTICIPATION OF IMMINENT POLICY SHIFT BY ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN 
STATES, URGING MEMBERS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH PORTUGAL. 

3. IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, MFA OFFICIAL CONFIRMED THAT GOP 
NOT ANTICIPATING ANY PROBLEMS IN NORMALIZING RELATIONS WITH PRC. 
HE FELT MAIN STUMBLING BLOCK WAS DECOLONIZATION (PRC POSSIBLY 
DESIRING HOLD OFF FORMAL OPENING OF RELATIONS UNTIL ALL AAFRICAN 
COLONIES INDEPENDENT); MACAO WAS NOT RPT NOT EXPECTED TO 
BE A PROBLEM. 
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